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June the 2,6th1. The caravan proceeded on the journey at
sunrise, through marshy ground full of shrubs, and after-
wards over stony land. At length we arrived at a kind of a
heath overspread with wild thyme: but all the rest of the
day our road lay through a barren gravelly soil, where there
was scarce a shrub to be seen, unless in some few places now
and then. At sunset we encamped on a barren spot. Six days'
journey and a half from Busserah.
June the 2,6th. We began to march at sunrise through a
country which was mostly barren, and at nine we came to
a little hill covered with red stones; afterwards the land was
gravelly and full of stones, and the hills in some places were
very steep. At half an hour past four in the afternoon we
encamped at a place called Alathla2, and encamped near the
wells, close to which were five trees, which in the desert is a
very extraordinary sight; for these are the first we have met
with hitherto. Seven days' journey and a half from Busserah.
June the 27th. In the preceding night we were alarmed with
the noise of thieves, who had robbed the Mufti and carried
off all his baggage. This, as appeared afterwards, was con-
trived by the order of our Caravan Bashi. This perhaps had
been done before at Khunigha, if he had thought the place
had been as convenient for the undertaking. However, he
was now determined the Mufti should not escape scot-free,
notwithstanding his sacred caracter, which should have been
had in some veneration, at least by one of the same religion.
But men so wickedly inclined as these Arabs, whose godliness
is gain, will stop at nothing to enrich themselves. When the
Mufti was about to take another road3, the Sheik gave him
1  An obvious error for * 25th/
2  Alathla is  noted  by Niebuhr (Elaldthe),  Capper  (Alathe), Taylor
{Alataly}.   It is difficult to identify the site.   It must be on, or near, the
Darb Zobeida. Taylor saw it from a distance as a ruined village, not far
from Rahba.   Capper records it as a hill, with two small forts, a spring
of water and some cultivation, about four or five hours S.E. of Rahba.
Kiepert marks a ruined site, el-Adhley at the north-west corner of Bahr
Najaf (see Zeitsch. Gesell.fur Erdkunde zu Berlin, iSSi, Taf. I, also 1883,
Taf. I).
3  This shows the position of the caravan %t the moment.   Meshed
AH (Najaf) 'was probably in sight and it was the natural parting of the
ways for anyone going north to Baghdad.